
 

 

Assessment Guidance for Graduate Programs 

Defining Learning Outcomes 
 

Learning Outcomes (LOs) are the specific knowledge, skills, and values students should acquire 

upon successful completion of a program of study. They are the competencies required for a 

student to graduate and succeed in their chosen profession or continued studies.  

At the graduate level, student learning outcomes typically address the following areas: 

¶ Depth and breadth of disciplinary knowledge [Disciplinary Knowledge] 

¶ Critical inquiry and research skills [Research] 

¶ Oral and written communication skills [Communicati 9.96 Tf
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Appendix 

Discipline Specific Examples of Student Learning Outcomes 

Unless otherwise noted, all examples were selected from 2022-23 assessment plans for University 

of South Alabama graduate programs. Examples may have been edited for clarity, consistency, 

and completeness.  

Biology MS 

1. Students will illustrate expertise in a chosen area of individualized study. 

2. Students will be able to apply critical thinking skills to problem solve. 

3. Students will demonstrate an ability to apply the Scientific Method through an 

individualized, original thesis research project. 

4. Students will be able to produce technical written and oral communications. 

5. 
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Audiology AuD 

1. Students will apply foundational audiology concepts to meet standards of independent 

professional practice. 

2. Students will employ evidence


