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Dear Graduate Student: 

I wish to congratulate you on initiating work on a thesis or dissertation for a graduate 
degree.  This will be a significant undertaking but one which you will take pride and 
satisfaction in accomplishing.  The conduct of your study and the process of writing a 
thesis or dissertation constitute the heart of the professional skills of a graduate 
education. 

The contents of a thesis or dissertation are very important.  You, your major professor, 
and your committee are responsible for the accuracy and the validity of the content of a 
thesis or dissertation.  You and they are also responsible for the form, and we in the 
Graduate School wish to assist you.  That is the purpose of these guidelines.  Form is 
critical, because errors in writing and formatting distract the reader, and may suggest 
that this lack of attention to detail affected the results and conclusions of your study.  



I. GETTING S

https://www.southalabama.edu/departments/research/compliance/humansubjects/informed-consent.html
https://www.southalabama.edu/departments/eforms/graduateschool/thesisdissertationcompcommitteeappt.pdf


E. Any subsequent deviations in the conduct of the study from those 
presented in your approved prospectus MUST be approved by your committee 
and the IRB as appropriate.   
 
F. After the study has been completed, the prospectus is used to form the 



 
 
 THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH ALABAMA 
 
 COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 
 
 TITLE OF PROJECT 
 
 
 By 
 Student’s Name 
 
 
 A DISSERTATION or THESIS PROPOSAL 
 
 
 Submitted to the Graduate Faculty 
 of the University of South Alabama in 
 partial fulfillment of the requirement 
 for the Degree of __________ 
  
 in 
 
 Name of Department 
 
 Date 
 
Approved: Date:   
________________________________________________________________________ 
Chair of Dissertation/Thesis Committee: Type Name w/degree or Dr.  
________________________________________________________________________ 
Member of Committee: type name w/degree or Dr.  
________________________________________________________________________ 
Member of Committee: type name w/degree or Dr.  
________________________________________________________________________ 
Member of Committee: type name w/degree or Dr.  
________________________________________________________________________ 
Chair of Department: type name w/degree or Dr.  
________________________________________________________________________ 
Director of Graduate Studies: type name w/degree or Dr. 


	I.  GETTING STARTED
	A. Expectations:  Your thesis or dissertation is a significant and time-consuming undertaking that must reflect a mastery of your field, contribute to the existing body of knowledge of your field and demonstrate the level of high quality expected by t...
	B. Thesis/Dissertation Committee form:  Completion of this form is REQUIRED and is the first step in this process.  Further details on this form are in Section II of this guide.
	C. Prospectus:  Prospectus approval MUST be granted before a research project is initiated, as well as before data collection, if your study involves human research.  Further details on developing your prospectus are in section III.
	D. IRB Approval:  If your study involves human research, you must obtain USA Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval prior to data collection.
	A. Completion and submission of the Thesis/Dissertation Committee form is REQUIRED.  A detailed description of the administrative roles on this form is explained in the Thesis/Dissertation Guide.





Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		Prospectus Guide 2.20.19 (2).pdf






		Report created by: 

		Amy Hutchings, Manager, ahutchings@southalabama.edu


		Organization: 

		USA





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 0


		Passed: 30


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		<ami





